The Church & LGBTQ+
CCC Seminar - Feb 2024

Introduction & Discussion
1. Whatis your name?
2. Why have you come?

3. What are the Biggest questions you’d love an answer to today?

Double Listening (John Stott)

Genesis 1:26-28 & 2:45-25, Matthew 19:3-12, John 1:14 & 4:13-16, Romans 1:24-28, 1 Corinthians
6:9-15, Ephesians 5:31-33 & Rev 21:1-2 (a bridegroom coming for his bride)

10 uncontested statements

1. The number 1issue of our day
Carl Trueman: The rise & triumph of the modern self
1. Psychologised our self (Rousseau)
2. Sexualised our psychology (freud)
3. Politicised our sexuality (Marxist thinkers Reich & Marcuse, The New Left)

2. This is a sensitive and challenging issue for all of us

3. The gospel puts us all on an equal footing
- equally guilty & condemned (in sin)
- equally loved & exalted (in Christ)

4. To disagree is not the same as to hate
- To be tolerant is not the same as affirming

5. The bible is clear
- All sex outside of heterosexual marriage is wrong
- Gender is determined by biological sex (some complex & sensitive outliers)
- We are creations not creators

6. We live with beauty & brokenness simultaneously
7. We must tell a better story

8. We must learn counter catechesis & subversive fulfilment
- Broken cisterns to living water (Jer 2:13 & Jn 4:13-14)

9. Jesus is the centre & the answer

10. Suffering & self-denial are essential to following Christ
- We're called to take up our cross (Mark 8:31-38)



5 very challenging tensions

Resident Aliens - require wisdom & courage
1. When & how to speak?
2. Combining grace & truth

3. Living freely & fully in Jesus
- Helping each other
- Church discipline
- Is this a salvation/non-negotiable issue?

4. Incorporating complexity

5. Remaining resilient & soft-hearted

Discussion Groups of 3 people

1. What s helpful?
2. What do you agree/disagree with?

3. What questions are you left with?

Faith, Hope & Love



Resources & Further Conversation(s)

An ongoing conversation within CCC

Coffee - with any of the staff or leadership team

Marriage - Marriage Preparation/Enrichment - with Steve & Leanne Vaughan, or
Maffy & Emma Baskin

Singleness - Singleness Course with Tim Gaston, Nick Elliott & Rebecca Lynn

Talks & Podcasts

The last 10 years of our engagement with the church and the LGBTQ
conversation (Sam Allberry)

Confronting Christianity (Rebecca McLaughlin)

The Genesis of Gender (Abigail Favale, on Mere Fidelity)

We are all messy (Rosaria Butterfield) - on loving our gay and lesbian friends

Articles & Book Summaries

Tim Keller book reviews - historic position (Allberry & Hill), affirming position
(Vines)

‘Same sex relationships: should we just agree to disagree?' by Sam Allberry
JD Greear - Downplaying homosexual sin won’t win the next generation

lan Paul - dozens of great articles, written in Church of England context, good
ones are here, here and here and superb talk (from CoE context)

Andrew Wilson - 6 stories or sexuality & silence

Andrew Blunt recommendations - his book and others

Short accessible Books - to get started and orientated

'Is God Anti-Gay (Sam Allberry) - and other questions about homosexuality, the
bible & same-sex attraction?.

Transgender (Vaughan Roberts) - Christian compassion, convictions and wisdom
for today's big issues

Same-sex-relationships (John Stott)

True Friendship (Vaughan Roberts)

How to reach the west again (Tim Keller) - on counter-catechesis and subversive
fulfilment

Autobiographical Books

Space at the table (Brad & Drew Harper) - Conversations Between an Evangelical
Theologian and His Gay Son

A change of Affection (Beckett Cook) - a gay man's incredible story of
redemption

Born again this way (Rachel Gilson) - coming out, coming to faith, and what
comes next

Gay Girl, Good God (Jackie Hill Perry) - The Story of Who | Was, and Who God
Has Always Been



https://www.christcitychurch.ie/ccc-marriage-preparationenrichment-course/
https://www.christcitychurch.ie/singleness-course/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3B24wQolCRcrr4P0ujxEe8?si=1be32f9c09f943ce&nd=1
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3B24wQolCRcrr4P0ujxEe8?si=1be32f9c09f943ce&nd=1
https://open.spotify.com/show/3kcZyLvGCeodELgcrj6iXV?si=5581d2fd22704cae&nd=1
https://merefidelity.com/guest/abigail-favale/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/video/we-are-all-messy-rosaria-butterfield-on-loving-our-gay-and-lesbian-friends/
https://www.redeemer.com/redeemer-report/article/christianity_and_homosexuality_a_review_of_books
https://www.redeemer.com/redeemer-report/article/the_bible_and_same_sex_relationships_a_review_article
https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/blog/interestingthoughts/2019/06/19/same-sex-relationships-should-we-just-agree-to-dis/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/downplay-homosexual-sin-generation/
https://www.psephizo.com/category/sexuality-2/page/7/
https://www.psephizo.com/biblical-studies/was-paul-unclear-in-his-teaching-on-sexuality/
https://www.psephizo.com/sexuality-2/what-is-a-biblical-theology-of-sexuality-part-1/
https://www.psephizo.com/sexuality-2/what-is-a-biblical-theology-of-sexuality-part-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&si=vjDt5b3xLF_Bc932&v=Zl4nItVaJ28&feature=youtu.be
https://thinktheology.co.uk/blog/article/sexuality-and-scripture
https://thinktheology.co.uk/blog/article/sexuality_and_silence
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Finding-Your-Best-Identity-introduction-ebook/dp/B0BK13S2VL
https://thinktheology.co.uk/blog/article/recommended_resources_on_sexuality
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=Is+God+anti-gay&crid=MDOHREMBPFNB&sprefix=%2Caps%2C3301&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talking-Points-Transgender-Vaughan-Roberts/dp/1784981958/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2ZE73F0ADXJDQ&keywords=Transgender&qid=1675160601&s=books&sprefix=%2Cstripbooks%2C742&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Same-Sex-Relationships-John-Stott/dp/1784982652/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2IWZ2HGW6ESCH&keywords=Same-sex-relationships&qid=1675160575&s=books&sprefix=what+the+bible+says+about+homosexuality+kevin%2Cstripbooks%2C438&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/True-Friendship-Vaughan-Roberts-ebook/dp/B00GXJHHJ4/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2TG6IJSCXN6BQ&keywords=True+Friendship&qid=1677673782&s=digital-text&sprefix=true+friendship%2Cdigital-text%2C118&sr=1-1
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d44636cd5f86700012df925/t/5e6674763ecc1947890db334/1583772791196/%23ReachtheWestFullBook.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Space-Table-Conversations-Evangelical-Theologian/dp/0578238845/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3L4GOR2BT9T4D&keywords=space+at+the+table&qid=1675160659&s=books&sprefix=spac%2Cstripbooks%2C2313&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Change-Affection-Becket-Cook/dp/1400212308/ref=sr_1_1?crid=YAR9D7P6LEQN&keywords=Becket+Cook+Change+of+affection&qid=1675160682&s=books&sprefix=becket+cook+%2Cstripbooks%2C2358&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Born-Again-This-Way-coming/dp/178498390X
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Gay-Girl-Good-God-Always/dp/1462751229

More in-depth books

The plausibility problem (Ed Shaw) - The Church & Same Sex Attraction
7_myths about singleness (Sam Allberry)

The Secular Creed (free ebook) or Confronting Christianity (Rebecca
McLaughlin) - both books have superb chapters on issues around sexuality,
gender, relationships & LGBTQ+

What does the bible really say about homosexuality (Kevin DeYoung)

The air we breathe (Glenn Scrivener) or short video, summarising the bigger
Tom Holland book 'Dominion' (see below)

Broader philosophical & historical books to understand our cultural

moment

A better story (Glynn Harrison) - God, sex & human flourishing

The rise and triumph of the modern self (academic and long) or a strange new
world (summary and short) (Carl Trueman)

Destroyer of gods (Larry Hurtado) - how the Christian faith was so distinct in the
Roman World, including how the Christian sex ethic was so counter-cultural and
revolutionary

Dominion (Tom Holland) - how Christian transformed western culture, including
in regards to sexuality, gender, equality, justice and mercy



https://www.amazon.co.uk/Plausibility-Problem-Ed-Shaw/dp/1783592060/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_2/258-0586206-5465464?pd_rd_w=xydQd&content-id=amzn1.sym.79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_p=79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_r=Q0SFJEBZHV2T6G991GJY&pd_rd_wg=IIBb0&pd_rd_r=72d633fc-f536-45dc-8719-20047378a65a&pd_rd_i=1783592060&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Myths-about-Singleness-Gospel-Coalition/dp/1433561522/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=7+myths+about+singleness&qid=1675160742&s=books&sprefix=7+myths+abou%2Cstripbooks%2C1006&sr=1-1
https://media.thegospelcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/05104344/the-secular-creed-oct21-3.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Confronting-Christianity-Questions-Largest-Religion/dp/1433564238/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3J6ZAJHWK3YV1&keywords=Confronting+Christianity&qid=1675160925&s=books&sprefix=becket+cook+change+of+affection%2Cstripbooks%2C1154&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bible-Really-Teach-About-Homosexuality/dp/1783592877/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2J7AAEU4R23IW&keywords=What+the+bible+says+about+homosexuality+Kevin&qid=1675160460&s=books&sprefix=what+the+bible+says+about+homosexuality%2Cstripbooks%2C1483&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Air-We-Breathe-Kindness-Christian/dp/1784987492
https://speaklife.org.uk/tawb/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Better-Story-Glynn-Harrison/dp/1783594462/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=A+better+story&qid=1675161116&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rise-Triumph-Modern-Self-Individualism/dp/1433556332/ref=sr_1_1?crid=6I7VRZCUQ5RK&keywords=the+rise+and+triumph+of+the+modern+self&qid=1675161173&s=books&sprefix=the+rise+and+triu%2Cstripbooks%2C2785&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Strange-New-World-Activists-Revolution/dp/1433579308/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/258-0586206-5465464?pd_rd_w=iqu6P&content-id=amzn1.sym.79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_p=79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_r=X51RE7NEQQG5Z1QRD1CT&pd_rd_wg=4DVeu&pd_rd_r=eeed9fb3-38f6-4118-ab43-28f3273bd21f&pd_rd_i=1433579308&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Strange-New-World-Activists-Revolution/dp/1433579308/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/258-0586206-5465464?pd_rd_w=iqu6P&content-id=amzn1.sym.79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_p=79b812bf-5c8b-4c0c-851c-784423adaff5&pf_rd_r=X51RE7NEQQG5Z1QRD1CT&pd_rd_wg=4DVeu&pd_rd_r=eeed9fb3-38f6-4118-ab43-28f3273bd21f&pd_rd_i=1433579308&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Destroyer-gods-Early-Christian-Distinctiveness/dp/1481304747
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Holland-Dominion-Making-Western-Paperback/dp/B08KF5NJQN/ref=sr_1_1?crid=553UG8ULZ05N&keywords=Dominion+holland+book&qid=1678006773&s=books&sprefix=dominion+holland+book%2Cstripbooks%2C53&sr=1-1

